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relieve the Society from any financial anxiety upon ite account. It
is probable that the sum of $15,000 would be sufficient. It is
suggested that an appeal be made for subseriptions to a fund for this
definite purpose.

The Committee has caused the proceedings and the obituarics
of deccased members to be published and distributed in the usual
form and manner.

TrE Rev. William C. Winslow, D.D)., LL.D., D.C.L., chair-
man of the CouMrTTEE ox MEMORIALs, reports that there are still
lucking sufficient memoirs of members long deceased to form another
yolume in the series. He thinks that, with a few exceptions, efforts
should now be directed only to securing such biographies where
relatives or friends of the deceased will readily furnish them.

If the able Historiozrapher and his Committee will hereafter
obtain memoirs or records of @l members dying during a year to
be reported on by him, will not the above suggestion meet with the
approval of our Society? The most untiring efforts cannot secure
recorids of all deceased members ; nor o memorial eketch of quite a
large number of those some time or long deceased,

Rev. Silvanus Hayward, A.M., Chairman, reports that the
COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO ASSIST THE HisTORIOGRAFHER, acting
under his divection, have prepared or are now preparing sketches of
decensed members, as follows ;—Rev. George M. Bodge, on Erastus
Fmmeons Gay, and Frank Morton Ames; Rev. Anson Titus, on
Willinm Stevens Perry, and Lyman Willard Densmore ; Mr. Wil-
Lam 1. Cutter, on Franklin Stiles Phelps ; Rev. William 5. Hey-
wood, on Rev. Andrew Oliver; Rev, Charles H. Pope, on Philip
Howes Seara; Hev. Charles L. Mitchell, on John Allister MecAlls-
ter; and the Chairman, on William Ewart Gladstone.

Henry E. Woods, Chairman, reports that the CoMWTTEE ON
HeraLoRY has but little to report except that the usurping of heraldic
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distinctions in this country seems to be on the inerease, and that the
number of heraldic queries expands in proportion ; but the following
brief statement regarding the bearing of arms, prepared by request
of the Council of the Society, will no doubt lessen queries in the
fature :

As there is no person and no institution in the United States with
anthority to regulate the use of coats of arms, your Committee dis-
cournges their display in any way or form.

Prior to the Revolution, as subjeets of a government recognizing
heraldry, certain of the inhabitants were entitled to bear coats of
arms ; but only such as were grantees of arms, or who could prove
descent jn the male line from an ancestor to whom arms were
granted or confirmed by the Heralds,

Females did not regularly bear arms, but the daughter of an
arms-bearing father could use the paternal coat in a lozenge.
When she married, such arms did not descend to her children
(except by special authority), unless she were an heiress marrying
an armiger, and then only as a quartering of her husband’s arma.

The mere fact that an individual possessed a painting of a coat of
arms, used it upon plate, or as a bookplate or seal, or had it put
upon his gravestone, is not proof that he had  right to it.

Proof of right must either be found in the Heralds' records or be
established by authenticated pedigree direct from an armiger,

A coat of arms did not belong with a family name, but only to the
particular family, bearing the name, to whose progenitor it had been
granted or confirmed ; and it was ag purely individual a piece of
property as a homestead. Hence it was as ridiculous to assume
arms without heing able to prove the right, as it would now be to
make nse of a representation of the Washington mansion at Me,
Vernon, and claim it as having been the original property of one’s
family, unless bearing the name of Washington and being of the
line of those who owned it.

The Comurrrer ox Fixaxce, through William Tracy Fustis, its
Chairman pro teapore, reports that all the bills due by the Society,
duly approved, have been paid, the details of which will appear in
the Treasurer's account.



